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A CHILD’S LEISURE. 


Q f t hem beyond the wisdom of 
solution. There are ma y the y remain unsolved with 

this generation to . sc » ve , . g being given to them, is a 

the passionate a more terrible every day. 

disaster the nature to | tvh.A gr ^ ^ and , f ^ 

V\ t00m tcZV^ area, and go farther and deeper 
thinking is upon ourselves as the bow from which 

their awowh 'shot, and L as the track or the goal of that 
arrow If they are to be independent seekers after truth, and 
to love truth for truth’s sake, we must teach them how to 
think for themselves, instead of accepting our thought 
merely because it is ours. When I think of the pious idiots 
who have set themselves to break a child’s will, and reduce a 
human ego to the condition of permanent dittoism which 
stands with such folk for amiability, I am not surprised at 
the types in which their success is set ; on the one hand the 
rude and noisy iconoclasts, on the other the puny and feeble 
crawlers and parasites for whom what is morbid and debasing 
seems to have a most fatal attraction. 

Strengthen your child’s will ; thank God for it ; respect it ; 
train it; consecrate it by the consecration of your own. Bring 
up your child from the first in innocent freedom, and healthy 
occupation. “Fear hath torment.” Let reverence, not fear 
be maker of manners. Let joy be the air of your companion- 
ship, and let your motto for waking hours be, “ Without 
haste, without rest,” and for the sleeping ones, “ in quietness 
and confidence shall be your strength.” 


PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL 

UNION. 

THE Annual Meeting of this Society was held on Friday 
afternoon, June 8th, at London House, St. James Square 
by the kind permission of the Bishop of London. The Chair 
was taken by Lord Meath. Letters of regret at their inability 
to attend had been received from Mr. Welldon, Mr. Silkes, 
Sir Dyce Duckworth, Mrs. Bryant, Mrs. Boyd-Carpenter, 
Canon Daniell, and Archdeacon Farrar. 

The Chairman, in his opening remarks, said that he thanked 
them very much for asking him to take the chair that day at such 
an important gathering. He congratulated them most heartily 
on the very successful work, which had been carried on during 
the very few years, in which the important organisation had 
been in existence. They had undertaken a truly national 
work, — a work exceedingly difficult, which required the most 
careful thought and consideration, but one, which if carried out 
in the proper spirit, would do an immense deal towards improv- 
ing the character of the next generation. He thought it was 
impossible to exaggerate the importance of any association that 
was to mould, as he hoped they would, the character of 
future generations. It meant that they would be able to train 
up the children of the future so that this Empire should be a 
nobler Empire, and an Empire more worthy of a Christian 
people. There were many sides to this question of the Educa- 
tion of Children, and it was impossible to discuss all the many 
sides of this important question : he should confine himself to 
one particular side. It appeared to him that it would not be 
out of place for him to endeavour to put befoie them the 
importance of discipline in the home. In former genet ati< ns it 
would have been perfectly out of place and useless to press t lat 
point. Formerly there was too much seventy , discipline was 
carried even to cruelty. The danger now was lest people shou 
forget that in well-regulated homes discipline should occupy 
some place. They would acknowledge, at least all those who 
believed in a Divine Being, that they were not left without some 
guidance in this direction of government. The laws o 
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were the laws of God. And if they looked at nature they saw 
that, though benign when her laws were obeyed, she was very 
severe when they were disobeyed. If they looked at the laws 
which the Almighty had given to mankind they saw sin did not go 
There were those who denied this, but he thought 


unpunished. 

they were only the shallow thinkers : he believed that all deeper 
thinkers would feel that sin was punished even in this world. 
Then if nature and the Divine Being treated men so, and also 
in the revelation in the Divine Book, they found that discipline 
was to occupy a prominent position in the government of the 
world, they ought to see that it occupied a prominent position 
in the government of the family. Undisciplined men and 
women became a danger in society. Many parents, desirous to 
go to the other extreme from the severity of their grandparents, 
seemed to have forgotten that there must be law in the family 
as in the State. Some parents gave their children whatever they 
liked, and fulfilled every desire ; yet those children were often 
the most discontented, unhappy, and in after years had often 
gone to the bad. He remembered fathers and mothers of this 
sort who were quite ignorant of the fact that they were acting 
in a most unkind way to their children— what was the true 
method ? It was in the first place to be perfectly certain that 
parents in the education of their children should follow the New 
Testament w„b regard love, affection, and desire to do al 
good for ,"e m ; bn, they should remember tha, there was also 

rSL 1 T"! Whi t ,a " gl,t was such a thing as 

though over-kwlTf;/^^ Ch |! d,en 1“ -«•> 

much severitv if nQ . discipline as through too 

.he earhe Jea, t r;';: M H Sted ° n abSO,U,e <**«■»“ f '""> 

wards. Ana'rchy'i,, femZ'f difficulty after- 

■be despotism which reigned in’th' ^V ai .. l .' kely to ,eild bad: 1° 
as despotism had lead to - ■ ■ \ * farnilles °f our forefathers, 

their government was a Chrisc' 0 J Let them remember that 

m ercy, and truth, but let th ' ' an governnient , founded on love, 
those qualities that God 1 1 °°^ ° r ^ et: ’ n dle ' r admiration for 

authority, and that thev „ r*f. ed them in a position of 
im an ^ whether from 1 j their duty, if they 

e 'pretation of their duti* r waidic e, or an erroneous 
which God had placed j„ T“T T '* ercisi "g that authority 
,n a state of minority. [Cheers ° VCr the ' r children when 
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Dr. Schofield, M.D, Chairman of the Executive Committee 
moved the ejection of the officers : that Lord and Lady Meath be 
Presidents of the Society. He said that he must be allowed to 
admire the speech which Lord Meath had just given h«m 
They had bad Chairmen for several years, but ‘he did not 
remember one who had made such a practical appeal to parents 
and lie hoped that no word would be forgotten by those present’ 
As gratitude was said to be a lively sense of favours to come^ 
he trusted that as they had established a local branch in the 
neighbourhood of Lord Meath’s residence, perhaps he would 
again favour them with his views on discipline. 

After moving the election of the other Vice-Presidents and 
members of the Committee, Dr. Schofield continued that he 
would like to say a few words on the progress of the Society and 
on the Annual Report. He thought they were to be congratulated 
on the remarkable progress they had made in the last twelve 
months. They had got a central office in London, where the 
affairs of the Society could be transacted, which would be of the 
greatest possible value: and they had obtained the services of a 
Secretary of great ability who had done very good work for them. 
They had established several new branches and had had a large 
increase of membership. They had new branches in the Southern 
district at Brighton, Eastbourne and Hastings. Another had 
been formed in Bay swat er with a large number of members, and 
others at Congleton and Macclesfield. He hoped to begin the 
campaign soon in the important city of Bedford, most important 
from the educational point of view, and the Duchess of Bedfoid 
had promised her support. With regard to the Society geneially, 
people said that its aims were rather undefined and that they did 
not understand what its principles were. 1 he leaflet just issued 
would define them further. But whilst desirous ol gi cater 
definiteness they did not want a narrower platform He must 
refer to other branches of the work. The House of Education 
at Ambleside was in a most flourishing condition and Miss Mason 
was anxious to take larger premises for the increased numbei of 
the students, and they got flattering accounts of the work done 
by her governesses. With regard to the Parents Review Schoo , 
that remarkable undertaking commenced by Miss Mason— it was 
also progressing and conferred an immense boon on paients in 
country houses. He had received letters from parents in Piji 
who were anxious to join. 
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r"Tth7 ^rentiReview, which he had said, 

W.th regard . lt ideas, it had fully maintained 

last year was so full g now what he had said then> 

L S „o n one could read any number without being made to 
down and think. It gt™ idoas and suggest, ons and these 
i, a fertile soil were of greater value than if wrttten out 
a verbose manner. He commended the magazine very strongly 
a „d trusted all would become subscribers. [Applause.] 

The elections of the officers were then confiimed. 

Mrs. Hart-Davis then read an address by Miss Mason, who 
was unavoidably absent. 

Prof. Gladstone, in moving the adoption of the Report, said 
he wished to express his strong approval of the Union. It 
had his most hearty sympathy, and he wished it had been 
founded earlier, and had influenced the present generation as 
it would doubtless influence future ones. He had listened 
with great pleasure to the very philosophical paper of Miss 
Mason, and wished to express his thanks for it. He had always 
liked the society, because it really took up the views of the 
educational renaissance to apply them to the whole education 
of children. Education was one of the things which had 
undergone an important advance during the last half century 
in this country, and a revolution was taking place which must 
influence, and he thought for good, the character of the rising 
generation. The Society bore in mind that they and their 
children had come into the world as children of the great 
athei, to be trained for His love and service here and 
hereafter. It did show an enlarged spirit and reverent con- 
' erat ‘° n what the child was, what God was, and what 
r C T ms u P on ad people, and how they could best 

it waTf 6 Utles set before them. But what a responsibility 
childrL m ur ParentS When the >' thought of what their 
were j 6 " ^ * a " d then Could tha ">< God on what they 

children The enou gh of the potentialities in their 

themseL a, d T ' ^ t0 evi1 ’ a " d become a curse to 
duties to be a bless - d ’ ^ they mi £ ht perform their 
around them. Educatl/ 0 themselves > their parents, and all 
well as spiritual an d •i" ^ be P h y sical and mental, as 
be conducted A * UaS Ve T important how this should 
reverend prelate had said that if a boy 
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wanted to succeed in the world, he ^hT^T^r^, 
how he chose his parents. Parents ought to be careful tl 
to do their duty to their children, asking God to direct’ them’ 
The example they set was even more important than actual 
teaching. Children heard a great deal, knew a great deal 
carried on romances amongst themselves. They heard their 
parents’ stories about things they could not see, about God 
and Christ, and might think them just as much matters of 
imagination as fairy tales, but if they saw that they were 
great realities influencing the lives of their parents, then they 
would believe them. If by example and instruction, parents 
were able to open the minds of their children to see beauty 
in this world and in that beyond, they would be giving them 
new life and strength, which would carry them on when they 
themselves had passed away. [Applause.] 

Dr. R. Horton seconded the report in an able and suggestive 
speech. 

The Rev. H. L. Jackson, of Sydney, in supporting the resolu- 
tion, said that he should like to give some short account of how 
he became a Parents’ Unionist, and report what lie wished he 
could call progress in that part of the world where he had 
been working. In his country parish, and in his parish at 
Sydney, they wanted two things ; first, that the whole 
question of the treatment of the Sunday with regard 
to children should be carefully revised ; and, second, that 
something should be done to avert the grave danger to 
Society, from what Prof. Seeley has called “ the abdication of 
the parent.” Had there been time lie would have said hard 
things of an institution which meets with much admiration, 
the Sunday School system. With regard to these two points 
he had taken action by himself by means of lectures and 
pamphlets, and getting people interested in the subject to carry 
on the work. After studying the Parents’ Union in England, 
he went back to Sydney and started a similar Union tlieie, but 
he was afraid he could only say that to all outward appearance 
it had proved a failure. It still existed, but was doing very 
little. The reasons were the extraordinary consei vatism of the 
Colonial mind, which looked askance at new things 1 elating to 
education, and was very slow to take them up. Those to whom 
they looked for support— the clergy— were very much over- 
worked, and very diffident of new work. They were undei the 
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,\ vere apt to ask whether the new thing Z? 
voluntary, an utter inefficiency of the Om ani • d 

Pa> ' Then who Jas hiiTisclf. through the demands of\' ' ^ 
SeC t a ;ndt»r,., ,11 h«l.h. Those in the Colonfc. 

T e the earnest sympathy of this meeting. They wer c ‘l| 
Inking to bring .bout that h«lthi« ' tone of Society, wl , icl] 
would come when people realised that there was nothing aboilt 
which they ought to be more anxious, than how their sons 
should become the best men in the world, and when they could 
say “Blessed are the children who have leaint with their 
parents, and blessed are the parents who have instructed them. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. Kobara Mochizulci, of Japan, said that he wished to 
express his gratitude for their indulgence in allowing him to 
speak on that platform. It seemed to him that children’s 
education depended much on the tender care of the mothers. 
He then read several extracts to show how highly Japanese 
women had been praised by European writers as mothers 
wives, and sisters. They were now trying to adopt modern 
ideas in education in Japan, and the Emperor had sent over a 
lady to study, and he trusted they would show her every 
assistance, as the future of the Japanese ladies depended on 
them, and the Union would be appreciated in his country, 
L Cheers.] The Report was adopted. 

I lie Rev. J. Ridgeway, in moving a vote of thanks to Lord 
Meath and the Bishop of London, said that all the time he had 
! 1C kad been wondering whether his children 
w “, 1HVe Ch ° sen him for a parent. It was a funny, but it 
that mip r en ° US dlou " bt: > an d if parents asked themselves 

theirlsnT^ 0 ! ener ’ they W ° llId take a more serious view of 
to Thkk thei S - • They ,iVed in da y* when parents tended 

play. Untnr^ 11 ^ 1111 ^ 0 - in ordcr to work, others to 
were the first Ed entS < 3 ues tion and realised that they 

their characters U /' ato ' s their children and were to draw out 
ought to be. H ’ e K ,- ldren WOuld never be q uite what they 
home day. If the I ^ ICved ^hat the Sunday should be the 
on which the fath-- 0 ^ they would often lose the only day 
°t which they sho I ZZ see his children. One of the things 
how the Sunday T ‘ u Care was ,est . i» the wider view of 
a home day. j n Z 1 . ke Pt> they should lose sight of it ab 
dnku * L °rd Meath, they were only thanking 
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him for doing one more work of the rnanv which ZZ 77~ 
fo, the good of the community. They also thanked the nfshop 
and his kindness was a proof that he felt the ,alnc of parauai 
Education. [Applause.] * lta 

Mr Margesson seconded and sa.d that with regard to fathers 
they had a most important part to play. AH felt that their 
relations with their own fathers were closer than theirs had been 
with their fathers before : the sympathy was closer, and if the 
Union could increase this it would justify its existence. 

The Rev. J. Penrose expressed his gratitude to the Union 
and for the address of the Chairman. Anything that Lord 
Meath said always demanded attention, and he hoped that his 
words would bear fruit. There were more fathers present on 
this occasion -than on the last, which was a hopeful sign. It was 
a natural consequence since the ‘ladies and mothers were aroused, 
and once they took a thing into their heads the husbands must 
follow sooner or later. It was most hopeful that ladies were 
furthering the aims of the society with such immense enthusiasm ; 
and many of the most instructive articles in the Review were 
those written by ladies. He hoped that the high spiritual tone 
and aim of the speeches would be present all through. That 
would be the strength of the movement, if they looked at it as a 
most solemn matter that went to the root of their whole being. 
He thanked God for the Union for teaching parents how to 
educate themselves in order to educate their children. Hitherto 
it had been a very haphazard affair; people became parents 
without giving a thought to the deep science of the matter. 
He trusted that Lord Meath’s influence would continue to be 
used on behalf of the aims of the Society. 

The vote of thanks was carried. 

Lord Meath thanked them most heartily, and wished success 
to the Union. (Cheers.) 


